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(New)Rom. 1:14 

( Paul said) I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 

   16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,[a] for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”   

(So, as followers of Christ, remember the gospel; Though your obedience to God’s law is defiled and imperfect.  Christ’s obedience is perfect and complete.  And God has not only forgiven you your sins, but has credited to you that spotless obedience of Christ.  God does want to work in you and with you to deal with your sins, but He does so as your Father, not your Judge.)

(new) James 2:  14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith(S) but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15(T) If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16(U) and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for the body, what good[b] is that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

 18But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith(V) apart from your works, and I will show you my faith(W) by my works. 19(X) You believe that God is one; you do well. Even(Y) the demons believe—and shudder! 20Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 21(Z) Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22You see that(AA) faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed(AB) by his works; 23and the Scripture was fulfilled that says,(AC) "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"—and he was called a(AD) friend of God. 24You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25And in the same way was not also(AE) Rahab the prostitute justified by works(AF) when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

(New)2 Cor.new 4: 5-12

 (Whenever we share with others about Christ) we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
(God puts his) treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed— 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So then death is working in us, but life in you. 

   

1 Cor. 1 NIV 

18 ….the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

19For it is written: 
   "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
      the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate."                                                      

 (tell me) 20Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 1to Gentiles, 24but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength. 26Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."
1 Cor. 9:24

 (Brother Paul said it best), " Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 

25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. T4hey do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

1 Corinthians 13

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but  have not love I have  become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing..

 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;  bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.
Assurance of Salvation 

1John 5:11-13 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.

1 Peter 2:9-10 You are Chosen to believe
you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
2 Peter 1  (2 Peter says)3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him(F) who called us to[c] his own glory and excellence,[d] 4by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become(G) partakers of the divine nature,(H) having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith(I) with virtue,[e] and virtue(J) with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control(K) with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness(L) with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection(M) with love. 8For if these qualities[f] are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or(N) unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he(O) is blind, having forgotten that he was(P) cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, brothers,[g] be all the more diligent to make your calling and(Q) election sure, for if you practice these qualities(R) you will never fall. 11For in this way there will be richly provided for you(S) an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
1 Tim 1:12 (First Tim. perfectly describes me, when Paul said,)I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry, 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise,[a]be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Apostles Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one true Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN. 
Col. 1:9-14 “ I pray that you,”

be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 

10that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work

and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;

12giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 

13He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 

14in who we have redemption through His blood,[c] the forgiveness of sins. 

Col. 3:12-21 The Character of the New Man

 12(Christians!) as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
18Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 20Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 23Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 25Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism. 

The Corporate Confession of Sin
Confession;  Holy and gracious Father , I confess that I have sinned through my fault alone in what I have done and what I have left undone.  Forgive me afor the sins I have committed that have spoiled the peace and pleasure of others.  For my moodiness which has made me difficult to live with, For my anger that has blurred my judgment and has wounded the hearts of others , for words carelessly spoken, for selfishness which has made my life harder for my family, my friends, and the stranger.  For the indifference I have felt toward those in need, for the lack of love I have shown you my neighbor.  Forgive me Father and look with mercy upon me for Jesus sake.

Ephesians 2

(And this is believed by everyone who claims Christ as their Lord and Savior) 1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

-Ephesians 6:10 -
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,[c] against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 


14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints— 
Evangelism-song

God, who made the world and everything in it…gives to all life, breath, and all things.  From one man he made every nation of men. That men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him. 

 God gave man laws for him to obey, 

"Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 

      who finds great delight in his commands."

Sin is breaking the law of God and failing to conform to it, in every aspect of Your life , whether in thought, word, or deed.

PEOPLE ARE SINFUL  Romans 3:23

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

SIN HAS A PENALTY Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

CHRIST PAID THE PENALTY

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

SALVATION IS A FREE GIFT Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

CHRIST JESUS IS AT YOUR DOOR..  3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door,

I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me

WE MUST RECEIVE HIM John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

We must ask God to forgive us for not obeying all of His commandments, for not forgiving others, and especially for not giving him the respect and honor that is due to God because we neglected Jesus, who made it possible for us to be forgiven, accepted, righteous and loved by God the Father so that we could enter his Kingdom, forever.  God loves you and wants you to come to him to become his child.  So, for your sake, pray to him to forgive you, and He will be your Heavenly Father, too. 

If you pray this prayer, the Bible says:  

Romans 10“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved." 

-Ezekiel 16
4As for your nativity, on the day you were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed in water to cleanse you; you were not rubbed with salt nor wrapped in swaddling cloths. 5No eye pitied you, to do any of these things for you, to have compassion on you; but you were thrown out into the open field, when you yourself were loathed on the day you were born. 

   6"And when I passed by you and saw you struggling in your own blood, I said to you in your blood, "Live!' Yes, I said to you in your blood, "Live!' 7I made you thrive like a plant in the field; and you grew, matured, and became very beautiful. Your breasts were formed, your hair grew, but you were naked and bare. 

   8"When I passed by you again and looked upon you, indeed your time was the time of love; so I spread My wing over you and covered your nakedness. Yes, I swore an oath to you and entered into a covenant with you, and you became Mine," says the Lord GOD. 

   9"Then I washed you in water; yes, I thoroughly washed off your blood, and I anointed you with oil. 10I clothed you in embroidered cloth and gave you sandals of badger skin; I clothed you with fine linen and covered you with silk. 11I adorned you with ornaments, put bracelets on your wrists, and a chain on your neck. 12And I put a jewel in your nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown on your head. 13Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen, silk, and embroidered cloth. You ate pastry of fine flour, honey, and oil. You were exceedingly beautiful, and succeeded to royalty. 14Your fame went out among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through My splendor which I had bestowed on you," says the Lord GOD.  

Gal.2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal. 2:20 

Gal. 4 4-6 -4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba Father." 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

Galatians 5

 (Christians have Liberty)

13 …you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
 

Gal. 6:7-10 Watch Yourself – God is with you
Don't be misled. Remember that you can't ignore God and get away with it. You will always reap what you sow! 8Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful desires will harvest the consequences of decay and death. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit.

So don't get tired of doing what is good.  Don't get discouraged and give up, for we will reap a harvest of blessing at the appropriate time. 10Whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone, especially to our Christian brothers and sisters.

Gods character, What God is like

the Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting King.

 “Can you search out the deep things of God?

Can you find out the limits of the Almighty?

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

 “For I am the LORD, I do not change; 

I am the God who is near, as well as the God who is far away, can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;

And His greatness is unsearchable.

The angels cry out to another and say:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

  The whole earth is full of His glory!” 

Our God is in heaven; 
he does whatever pleases Him. The LORD has made everything for its own purpose,
Even the wicked for the day of evil. For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things To Him be the glory forever. 

God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in Him.

The Lord is a jealous and avenging God, the Lord takes vengeance on his foes and maintains his wrath against his enemies.

The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and will not leave the guilty unpunished.

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, 

Hebrews 12:1-2 and 2 Timothy 1:8-12 The Christian Race

 1 let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.

Isaiah 1The Lord speaks to rebellious people .... 

10 Give ear to the law of our God, …

11 " To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?  

     Says the LORD. …

13 Bring no more futile sacrifices; …

I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting… 

14 They are a trouble to Me, 

     I am weary of bearing them.

      15 When you spread out your hands, 

     I will hide My eyes from you; 

     Even though you make many prayers, 

     I will not hear. 

     Your hands are full of blood. 

      16 " Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; 

     Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes. 

     Cease to do evil, 

      17 Learn to do good; 

     Seek justice, 

     Rebuke the oppressor;

     Defend the fatherless, 

     Plead for the widow. 

      18 " Come now, and let us reason together," 

     Says the LORD, 

     " Though your sins are like scarlet, 

     They shall be as white as snow; 

     Though they are red like crimson, 

     They shall be as wool. 

      19 If you are willing and obedient, 

     You shall eat the good of the land; 

      20 But if you refuse and rebel, 

     You shall be devoured by the sword"; 

     For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

The I AM verses      Who Jesus said He is
I am the door of the sheep. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 

11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.14 I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 15 As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand. 30 I and My Father are one.".."I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me;.  and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor

5 Thomas said to Him, ."Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way? "Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.   He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him."  

-James 4:5-10 and Matt. 11:28-30

the Holy Spirit, whom God has placed within us, jealously longs for us to be faithful?

 6He gives us more and more strength to stand against such evil desires. 

   As the Scriptures say,

"God sets himself against the proud,

      but he shows favor to the humble."

 7So humble yourselves before God. Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw close to God, and God will draw close to you.

 Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, you hypocrites. 9Let there be tears for the wrong things you have done. Let there be sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness instead of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. 10When you bow down before the Lord and admit your dependence 'on him, he will lift you up and give you honor  

Matt.11:28"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 
Jeremiah 32

(We’re God’s people, He said)  38 They shall be My people, and I will be their God; 39 then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of them and their children after them. 40 And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from doing them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from Me. 41 Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will assuredly plant them in this land, with all My heart and with all My soul.’ 

Justification     

Justification is the once-for-all-time legal act of God, whereby God, the Father, counts our sins against Christ, and counts Christ' righteousness and obedience as our own due to the substitutionary death of Jesus on the cross.  This is received by faith alone, and cannot be earned by works. 

As a result, we have the forgiveness of sin, peace with God, and His just anger is appeased.  

 We also have access to His grace, favor and delight; and we become His children and heirs.  Additionally, we receive the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of our sonship, who reminds us who we are, who actively empowers us to pursue our identity, and who cries out to the Father on our behalf.

  This is the good news about all that Jesus is and accomplished for us by His life, death, and resurrection. As someone said,   the gospel means, "that you are more sinful and flawed than you ever dared believe, yet you can be more loved than you ever dared hope, at the same time, because Jesus Christ lived and died in your place." 

(As it says in the Bible in Acts 13)

"Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you      

 39Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses. 40Take care that what the prophets have said does not happen to you: 

41" 'Look, you scoffers

     wonder and perish,

  for     I am going to do something in your days 

     that you would never believe, 

     even if someone told you.”

Luke 12:22-34   Don’t Worry

Luke 12:22Then He said to His disciples, "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on. 23 Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds? 25And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 26If you then are not able to do the least, why are you anxious for the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28If then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith? 

 29"And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious mind. 30For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that you need these things. 31But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you. 

32"Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Luke 13:22-30 

The Narrow Way

   22 Jesus went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?” 

And Jesus said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ 26 then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ 27 But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’ 28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. 29 They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. 30 And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last.”
Matt. 5:27 Adultery
(Jesus was very clear when he said), "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart..

29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

John 5:24

"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 27And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

28"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and come out-those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 30By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.

 John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."John 3:7 'You must be born again.' 

Mark 10:15I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."

Mark 8:34-38   The Cost of Being a Disciple 

"Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 35 For whoever desires to save9 his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? 37 Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."

Matthew 5:4:18- The Beatitudes

Blessed are the poor in spirit,  For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

      4Blessed are those who mourn, 

         For they shall be comforted. 

      Blessed are the meek, 

         For they shall inherit the earth. 

      6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

         For they shall be filled. 

      7Blessed are the merciful, 

         For they shall obtain mercy. 

      8Blessed are the pure in heart, 

         For they shall see God. 

      9Blessed are the peacemakers, 

         For they shall be called sons of God. 

      10Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 

         For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  11"Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 13"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 

   14"You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

   17"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.
Enemies, Jesus went so far as to say that even we must love our enemies

   Matt. 5 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor  and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors.

 do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

Matt. 7:13The Narrow Way

   
13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because[a] narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 
   21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
Philippians 2 says, (Paul’s letter speaks to every one of us)

 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

Philippians 3 (Paul has much to say to us)

 1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.
2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit,[a] rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 
7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 

Phil. 3:12-14 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Psalm 1

The Way of the Righteous and the End of the Ungodly

1 Blessed is the man
         Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
         Nor stands in the path of sinners, 
         Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
         And in His law he meditates day and night.
 3 He shall be like a tree
         Planted by the rivers of water, 
         That brings forth its fruit in its season, 
         Whose leaf also shall not wither; 
         And whatever he does shall prosper. 
         
 4 The ungodly are not so,
         But are like the chaff which the wind drives away.
 5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment,
         Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
         
 6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
         But the way of the ungodly shall perish.
Psalm 3

A Psalm of David when he fled from Absalom his son.

   1 LORD, how they have increased who trouble me!

        Many are they who rise up against me.

   2 Many are they who say of me,

        "There is no help for him in God."  Selah  

   3 But You, O LORD, are a shield for me,

        My glory and the One who lifts up my head.

   4 I cried to the LORD with my voice,

        And He heard me from His holy hill.  Selah  

   5 I lay down and slept;

        I awoke, for the LORD sustained me.

   6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people

        Who have set themselves against me all around. 

   7 Arise, O LORD;

        Save me, O my God! 

        For You have struck all my enemies on the cheekbone; 

        You have broken the teeth of the ungodly.

8 Salvation belongs to the LORD.

        Your blessing is upon Your people.  Selah  

Psalm 5

To the Chief Musician. With flutes.[a] A Psalm of David.

 1 Give ear to my words, O LORD,
         Consider my meditation.
 2 Give heed to the voice of my cry,
         My King and my God, 
         For to You I will pray.
 3 My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD;
         In the morning I will direct it to You, 
         And I will look up. 
         
 4 For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness,
         Nor shall evil dwell with You.
 5 The boastful shall not stand in Your sight;
         You hate all workers of iniquity.
 6 You shall destroy those who speak falsehood;
         The LORD hates the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
         
 7 But as for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy;
         In fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple.
 8 Lead me, O LORD, in Your righteousness because of my enemies;
         Make Your way straight before my face. 
         
 9 For there is no faithfulness in their mouth;
         Their inward part is destruction; 
         Their throat is an open tomb; 
         They flatter with their tongue.
 10 Pronounce them guilty, O God!
         Let them fall by their own counsels; 
         Cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions, 
         For they have rebelled against You. 
         
 11 But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You;
         Let them ever shout for joy, because You defend them; 
         Let those also who love Your name 
         Be joyful in You.
 12 For You, O LORD, will bless the righteous;
         With favor You will surround him as with a shield.

Psalm 23

 1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 32

A Psalm of David. A Contemplation.[a]

 1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,

         Whose sin is covered.

 2 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity,

         And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

 3 When I kept silent, my bones grew old

         Through my groaning all the day long.

 4 For day and night Your hand was heavy upon me;

         My vitality was turned into the drought of summer.  Selah  

 5 I acknowledged my sin to You,

         And my iniquity I have not hidden. 

         I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 

         And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  Selah  

 6 For this cause everyone who is godly shall pray to You

         In a time when You may be found; 

         Surely in a flood of great waters 

         They shall not come near him.

 7 You are my hiding place;

         You shall preserve me from trouble; 

         You shall surround me with songs of deliverance.  Selah  

 8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;

         I will guide you with My eye.

 9 Do not be like the horse or like the mule,

         Which have no understanding, 

         Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, 

         Else they will not come near you. 

 10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked;

         But he who trusts in the LORD, mercy shall surround him.

 11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous;

         And shout for joy, all you upright in heart!
Psalm 34      The Happiness of Those Who Trust in God 

1 I will bless the LORD at all times; 

      His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

      2My soul shall make its boast in the LORD; 

      The humble shall hear of it and be glad. 

      3Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 

      And let us exalt His name together. 

      4I sought the LORD, and He heard me, 

      And delivered me from all my fears. 

      5They looked to Him and were radiant, 

      And their faces were not ashamed. 

      6This poor man cried out, and the LORD heard him, 

      And saved him out of all his troubles. 

      7The angel[a] of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him, 

      And delivers them. 

      8Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; 

      Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

.      9Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! 

      There is no want to those who fear Him. 

      10The young lions lack and suffer hunger; 

      But those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing. 

      11Come, you children, listen to me; 

      I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

      12Who is the man who desires life, 

      And loves many days, that he may see good? 

      13Keep your tongue from evil, 

      And your lips from speaking deceit. 

      14Depart from evil and do good; 

      Seek peace and pursue it. 

      15The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, 

      And His ears are open to their cry. 

      16The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 

      To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 

      17The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears, 

      And delivers them out of all their troubles. 

      18The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, 

      And saves such as have a contrite spirit. 

      19Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all. 20He guards all his bones; Not one of them is broken. 

      21Evil shall slay the wicked, 

      And those who hate the righteous shall be condemned. 

      22The LORD redeems the soul of His servants, 

      And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned. 

Psalm 51

A Prayer of Repentance 

   1 Have mercy upon me, O God, 

      According to Your lovingkindness; 

      According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, 

      Blot out my transgressions. 

      2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

      And cleanse me from my sin. 

      3For I acknowledge my transgressions, 

      And my sin is always before me. 

      4Against You, You only, have I sinned, 

      And done this evil in Your sight-- 

      That You may be found just when You speak,[a] 

      And blameless when You judge. 

      5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

      And in sin my mother conceived me. 

      6Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, 

      And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. 

      7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

      Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

      8Make me hear joy and gladness, 

      That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 

      9Hide Your face from my sins, 

      And blot out all my iniquities. 

      10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

      And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

      11Do not cast me away from Your presence, 

      And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 

      12Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

      And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 

      13Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 

      And sinners shall be converted to You. 

      14Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 

      The God of my salvation, 

      And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness. 

      15O Lord, open my lips, 

      And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 

      16For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; 

      You do not delight in burnt offering. 

      17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, 

      A broken and a contrite heart-- 

      These, O God, You will not despise

Psalm 71

God the Rock of Salvation

 1 In You, O LORD, I put my trust;
         Let me never be put to shame.
 2 Deliver me in Your righteousness, and cause me to escape;
         Incline Your ear to me, and save me.
 3 Be my strong refuge,
         To which I may resort continually; 
         You have given the commandment to save me, 
         For You are my rock and my fortress. 
         
 4 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked,
         Out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.
 5 For You are my hope, O Lord GOD;
         You are my trust from my youth.
 6 By You I have been upheld from birth;
         You are He who took me out of my mother’s womb. 
         My praise shall be continually of You. 
         
 7 I have become as a wonder to many,
         But You are my strong refuge.
 8 Let my mouth be filled with Your praise
         And with Your glory all the day. 
         
 9 Do not cast me off in the time of old age;
         Do not forsake me when my strength fails.
 10 For my enemies speak against me;
         And those who lie in wait for my life take counsel together,
 11 Saying, “God has forsaken him;
         Pursue and take him, for there is none to deliver him.”
         
 12 O God, do not be far from me;
         O my God, make haste to help me!
 13 Let them be confounded and consumed
         Who are adversaries of my life; 
         Let them be covered with reproach and dishonor 
         Who seek my hurt. 
         
 14 But I will hope continually,
         And will praise You yet more and more.
 15 My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness
         And Your salvation all the day, 
         For I do not know their limits.
 16 I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD;
         I will make mention of Your righteousness, of Yours only. 
         
 17 O God, You have taught me from my youth;
         And to this day I declare Your wondrous works.
 18 Now also when I am old and grayheaded,
         O God, do not forsake me, 
         Until I declare Your strength to this generation, 
         Your power to everyone who is to come. 

Psalm 130

A Song of Ascents.

 1 Out of the depths I have cried to You, O LORD;
 2 Lord, hear my voice!
         Let Your ears be attentive 
         To the voice of my supplications. 
         
 3 If You, LORD, should mark iniquities,
         O Lord, who could stand?
 4 But there is forgiveness with You,
         That You may be feared. 
         
 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
         And in His word I do hope.
 6 My soul waits for the Lord
         More than those who watch for the morning— 
         Yes, more than those who watch for the morning. 
         
 7 O Israel, hope in the LORD;
         For with the LORD there is mercy, 
         And with Him is abundant redemption.
 8 And He shall redeem Israel
         From all his iniquities.

Romans 3: 10-20

Our Flesh and Our Hope
As it is written: 
 “ There is none righteous, no, not one;
       11 There is none who understands;
      There is none who seeks after God.
       12 They have all turned aside;
      They have together become unprofitable;
      There is none who does good, no, not one.”[b]
       13 “ Their throat is an open tomb;
       With their tongues they have practiced deceit”;[c]

      “ The poison of asps is under their lips”;[d]
       14 “ Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”[e]
       15 “ Their feet are swift to shed blood;
       16 Destruction and misery are in their ways;
       17 And the way of peace they have not known.”[f]
       18 “ There is no fear of God before their eyes.”[g]

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
   
21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. 

Romans 5  Faith Triumphs in Trouble
 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have[a] peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.
Romans 6:5-23
How we are changed   

5 we have been united together in the likeness of Jesus death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

   
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8

Free from Indwelling Sin

 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,[a] who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, 

God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

Romans 8 :12   (Live out the faith, Paul Said,)  Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.
Romans 8 :32 Our Victory

If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: 


      “ For Your sake we are killed all day long;
       We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 12:1-2  What moves us to offer ourselves to others

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. President 
Rom. 12:9(These are marks of the True Christian)9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20To the contrary, "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head." 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (The Law must be fulfilled through love, for the Bible says) (Rom. 13:8) Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.

Theodore Roosevelt’s Quotes

Far better is it to dare mighty things, to win glori0us triumphs, even though checkered by failure... than to rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy nor suffer much, because they live in a gray twilight that knows not victory nor defeat. 

The only man who never makes a mistake is the man who never does anything. 

No man is worth his salt who is not ready at all times to risk his well-being, to risk his body, to risk his life, in a great cause.

Character, in the long run, is the decisive factor in the life of an individual and of nations alike. 

Far and away the best prize that life has to offer is the chance to work hard at work worth doing. 

I do not care what others think of what I do, but I care very much about what I think of what I do! That is character! 

Courage makes wonderful character in man, but courtesy is as much a mark of a gentleman as courage.
Be active. Grab every moment. Man was never intended to just sit and observe. 

Great thoughts speak only to the thoughtful mind, but great actions speak to all mankind. 

The things that will destroy America are prosperity-at-any-price, peace-at-any-price, safety-first instead of duty-first, the love of soft living, and the get-rich-quick theory of life.

A college degree is one thing, but a thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education

It is hard to fail, but it is worse never to have tried to succeed.

Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.

It is only through labor and painful effort, by grim energy and resolute courage, and the Lord’s infinite mercy, that we move on to better things.

Ten Commandments

Thou shall have no other Gods before me.

Thou shall not make unto thee any graven image. 

Thou shall not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

Honor thy father and thy mother.

Thou shall not kill.

Thou shall not commit adultery.

Thou shall not steal.

Thou shall not bare false witness.

Thou shall not covet.

What is prayer?  Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God for things agreeable to his will in the name of Jesus Christ with confession of our sin and thankful acknowledgement of his mercy.

Isaiah 1

10 Give ear to the law of our God, …
13 Bring no more futile sacrifices; …
14 They are a trouble to Me, 
      I am weary of bearing them.
       15 When you spread out your hands, 
      I will hide My eyes from you; 
      Even though you make many prayers, 
      I will not hear. 
      Your hands are full of blood. 
       16 “ Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; 
      Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes. 
      Cease to do evil, 
       17 Learn to do good; 
      Seek justice, 
      Rebuke the oppressor;
      Defend the fatherless, 
      Plead for the widow. 
       18 “ Come now, and let us reason together,” 
      Says the LORD, 

      “ Though your sins are like scarlet, 
      They shall be as white as snow; 
      Though they are red like crimson, 
      They shall be as wool. 
       19 If you are willing and obedient, 
      You shall eat the good of the land; 
       20 But if you refuse and rebel, 
      You shall be devoured by the sword”; 
      For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

Q. 1. What is your only comfort, in life and in death?
A. That I belong--body and soul, in life and in death--not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

Q. 2. How many things must you know that you may live and die in the blessedness of this comfort?
A. Three. First, the greatness of my sin and wretchedness. Second, how I am freed from all my sins and their wretched consequences. Third, what gratitude I owe to God for such redemption.

Salmos 1

 1BIENAVENTURADO el varón que no anduvo en consejo de malos, Ni estuvo en camino de pecadores, Ni en silla de escarnecedores se ha sentado; 

    2Antes en la ley de Jehová está su delicia, Y en su ley medita de día y de noche. 

    3Y será como el árbol plantado junto á arroyos de aguas, Que da su fruto en su tiempo, Y su hoja no cae; Y todo lo que hace, prosperará. 

    4No así los malos: Sino como el tamo que arrebata el viento. 

    5Por tanto no se levantarán los malos en el juicio, Ni los pecadores en la congregación de los justos. 

    6Porque Jehová conoce el camino de los justos; Mas la senda de los malos perecerá. 

    

Word  
(As the Lord said to his people) 

Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the door-frames of your houses and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land..Deuteronomy 11:18-21

 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.Joshua 1:7-8
2 Timothy 4

Preach the Word

1 (As Paul said in 2nd Timothy) from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

   
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

Matthew 22 ESV

The Parable of the Wedding Feast

 1And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.' 5But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.' 10And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 11"But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12And he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?' And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 14For many are called, but few are chosen."

John 3:14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
Isaiah 45:21 there is no God apart from me, 
       a righteous God and a Savior; 
       there is none but me. 

 22 "Turn to me and be saved, 
       all you ends of the earth; 
       for I am God, and there is no other. 

Luke 14 ESV

(Jesus told a Parable of the Great Banquet)

 16"A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.' 19And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.' 20And another said,(U) 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' 21So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in(V) the poor and crippled and blind and lame.' 22And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.' 23And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you,[d](W) none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.'".. 

 26(X) "If anyone comes to me and(Y) does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters,(Z) yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27(AA) Whoever does not(AB) bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.

Preachers banner

Rev. 1 (This is how  John described his vision of Christ as said in Reveleation) 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me,[h] “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.
Revelation 2

The Loveless Church

(Jesus says to the)1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write,
 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 7 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”’

Revelation 3

(Jesus admonished) 1 “the church in Sardis…,
“I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God.[a] 3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you. 4 You[b] have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 
6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’
The Lukewarm Church

   
Rev. 3:14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans[f] (Jesus says), 
‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,[g] I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 
22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”’”

Pilgrim’s Progress, the book by John Bunyan tells about Christian seeing a man locked up in an Iron Cage and asked, Who are you?   “ I am what I once was not,” the man answers.  “What were you before?” “At one time I was a man who professed Christ, and in my own eyes and the eyes of others my faith was pure and growing.”…..

 “Well,  what are you now?  Christian asks.  “ I am now a man of despair, and locked up in my despair as I am locked up in this iron cage.  And I cannot get out.  I cannot!” “ But how did you get in this condition?” asks Christian.  “I ceased to watch and be sober.  I allowed myself to be driven by my lusts, and I sinned against the light of the Word of God and the goodness of God.  I have grieved the Holy Spirit, and He is gone from me;  I allowed an opening for the Devil, and He has come to me;  I have provoked God to anger, and He has left me; I have so hardened my heart that I cannot repent.” 

“ But must you be kept in this iron cage of despair?  Is there no hope?”  Christian questions.  “ No , none at all,”  the man says.  “Why?  The Son of the Blessed is very merciful.” “Because I have…despised His very person;  I have despised His righteousness;  I have counted His blood as an unholy thing;  I have shown utter contempt for the Spirit of grace.  

Therefore, I have shut myself out from all the promises, and nothing remains for me but threatening, dreadful threatening, fearful threatening of certain judgment and fiery wrath which will consume me as an adversary.”  With this image emblazoned upon Christians mind, as he leaves, the Interpreter turns to Christian and says, “Remember this man’s misery, and let it be a caution to you forever.”

1 Cor. 4:7 ( the Bible says) who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not? 8Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! 

1 Chronicles 29:11-12(King David said at the end of his life)Everything in the heavens and earth is yours, O Lord, and this is your kingdom.We adore you as being in control of everything.Riches and honor come from you alone, and you are the ruler of all mankind; your hand controls power and might, and it is at your discretion that men are made great and given strength. 

Col. 2:6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it[b] with thanksgiving. 
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
The Means and the ends of grace

Job 22:21 “Now acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace;
      Thereby good will come to you. 

 22 Receive, please, instruction from His mouth,
      And lay up His words in your heart. 

 23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be built up;
      You will remove iniquity far from your tents. 

 24 Then you will lay your gold in the dust,
      And the gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks. 

 25 Yes, the Almighty will be your gold[c]
      And your precious silver; 

 26 For then you will have your delight in the Almighty,
      And lift up your face to God.

Matt. 13:44 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

Revelation 21

All Things Made New

 1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John,[a] saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me,[b] “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 
6 And He said to me, “It is done![c] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things,[d] and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving,[e] abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

Rom. 1: 18 ( How does God display His wrath?)For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Rom. 1:26 (And How does God display his wrath?) God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality,[c] wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving,[d] unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

God’s Righteous Judgment

 Romans 2:1 Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 2 But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things. 3 And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”:[a] 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God.


Romans 9 and Romans 11:2

(Romans 9 says, What can we say about God’s control over every man)  For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, …when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac 11 (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), 12 it was said to her, “The older shall serve the younger.”[d] 13 As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.”[
14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.”[f] 16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.”[g] 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 

Rom. 9:14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.”[f] 16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.”[g] 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 
19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?” 20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? 
22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 24 even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?

John Piper said it so well, When you have faith in Jesus,

You rejoice in his glorious deity as Christ,

You rejoice in the humble, sinless, virgin- born humanity of Jesus.

 You’re satisfied by the universe-creating miracle-working power of Jesus. 

 You’re satisfied by the covenant-keeping, law-fulfilling, righteousness performing perfection-providing obedience of Jesus.  

You’re satisfied by the wrath-bearing, justice-satisfying, sin-atoning, death of Jesus. 

 You’re satisfied by the death-defeating, devil destroying, heaven-opening, resurrection of Jesus.  

And you’re satisfied by the  sovereign, interceding, ever-present, never-leaving-us-alone triumphant reign of Jesus at the Father’s right hand. 

 And if that doesn’t delight you then this verse will never make any sense to you. 

 Not that we Lord it over your faith… we work with you for your joy…I’m coming along side you for your joy. I will die for your joy.  I will be beaten five times with 39 lashes, if I can just bring about joy in your heart in Jesus above all things.  

So will you embrace that?  Will that be what you do in the churches? Or will you treat this as somehow Icing on the cake..like so many people do. We work with you for your joy.  We work with you so that Jesus Christ would be seen and experienced as the supreme treasure of your life in all that he is for you.

Ezekiel 36:22‘( says this is what God did for his people, He might consider to do it for you if you humbly ask Him,)  : I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them. 28 Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God. 29 I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. I will call for the grain and multiply it, and bring no famine upon you. 30 And I will multiply the fruit of your trees and the increase of your fields, so that you need never again bear the reproach of famine among the nations. 31 Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good; and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and your abominations. 32 Not for your sake do I do this,” says the Lord GOD, “let it be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel!”
These are the benefits of His Spirit.  When we receive by faith the manifold works of the Spirit as a Convictor, a Regenerator, an Indweller, an Illuminator, an Anointer, a Sanctifier, a Comforter, a Sealer we will proceed in a right course to the end and also make returns:

When we receive His convicting work, we confess our sins.

When we receive His regenerating work, we live by His power and not our own, so that in all things God gets the glory. 

When we receive His illuminating work, we devote ourselves to the wisdom of His Word.

When we receive His anointing work, we pour forth true and holy affections for God.

When we receive his sanctifying work, we repent, mortify our sin and sinfulness, and live a life of devotion to God, striving for holiness in the fear of the Lord.

When we receive his comforting work, we abide in the comfort of His felt presence during our deepest trials to lead us to Christ who is our great sympathetic high priest.

When we receive His sealing work, we bask in the assurance of our full pardon of sin and we direct our attention towards heaven because He dwells within us as the down-payment and the earnest of our future inheritance in glory. M. Brett

Luke14:25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— 29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’? 31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.

Jesus Counsels the Rich Young Ruler

   
Matt. 19:16 (Hear how Jesus talks to the rich man)Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good[e] Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 
17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good?[f] No one is good but One, that is, God.[g] But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 
18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” 
Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 19 ‘Honor your father and your mother,’[h] and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”[i]
20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth.[j] What do I still lack?” 
21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 
22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

(With God All Things Are Possible)23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
25 When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 
26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 


Mark 2 and Luke 9 (Jesus calls us to be his disciples)  Mark 2:13 Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught them. 14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him.

(And then there are some who say they will follow, but can’t do it)

Luke 9:57 

Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.” 
58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 
59 Then He said to another, “Follow Me.” 
But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” 
61 And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.” 
62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
(HYMn)Pow'r of the cross 

Oh to see the dawn of the darkest day 

Christ on the road to calvary 

Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten then 

Nailed to a cross of wood 

Chorus 1

This the pow'r of the cross 

Christ became sin for us 

Took the blame, bore the wrath 

We stand forgiven at the cross 

Verse 2

Oh to see the pain written on Your face 

Bearing the awesome weight of sin 

Ev'ry bitter thought, ev'ry evil deed 

Crowning Your bloodstained brow 

Verse 3

Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath 

Quakes as its maker bows his head 

Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life

'Finished!' the vict'ry cry. 

Verse 4

Oh to see my name written in the wound 

For through Your suf'fring I am free 

Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live 

Won through Your selfless love 

Chorus 2

This the pow'r of the cross 

Son of God slain for us 

What a life, what a cost 

We stand forgiven at the cross 

Groom: I, ____, take you, ____, to be my wedded wife. With deepest joy I receive you into my life that together we may be one. As is Christ to His body, the church, so I will be to you a loving and faithful husband. Always will I perform my headship over you even as Christ does over me, knowing that His Lordship is one of the holiest desires for my life.
I promise you my deepest love, my fullest devotion, my tenderness care. I promise I will live first unto God rather than others or even you. I promise that I will lead our lives into a life of faith and hope in Christ Jesus.
Ever honoring God’s guidance by His spirit through the Word, and so throughout life, no matter what may lie ahead of us, I pledge to you my life as a loving and faithful husband.

(Hymn)Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labor of my hands
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to the cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Savior, or I die.

While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
[originally When my eye-strings break in death]
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See Thee on Thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.

(Hymn)In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
'Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live

There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain 


Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost it's grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
'Till He returns or calls me home 
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(NEW)Helen Keller’s Quotes

Never bend your head. Hold it high. Look the world straight in the eye. 

Although the world is full of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming of it. 

Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through experience of trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened, ambition inspired, and success achieved. 

Security is mostly a superstition. It does not exist in nature.... Life is either a daring adventure or nothing. 

Everything has its wonders, even darkness and silence, and I learn whatever state I am in, therin to be content. 

I do not want the peace which passes understanding, I want the understanding which brings peace. 

Many persons have a wrong idea of what constitutes true happiness. It is not attained through self-gratification but being true to a worthy purpose. 

People do not like to think. If one thinks, one must reach conclusions. Conclusions are not always pleasant. 

Self-pity is our worst enemy and if we yield to it, we can never do anything good in the world. 

We could never learn to be brave and patient, if there were only joy in the world. 

When we do the best that we can, we never know what miracle is wrought in our life, or in the life of another. 

When one door of happiness closes, another opens; but often we look so long at the closed door that we do not see the one which has been opened for us. 

You see, The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched. They must be felt within the heart. 


